30 DEC 2009

A Trip to Mineral Wells

I have wanted to tell you about my trip to Mineral Wells for the May 30,2009 dedication of
the 3/4 size replica of the Vietnam Memorial, now on permanet display on the museum
grounds. It is located right next to our Memorial, separated by a huey mounted about 10
ft in the air, a pair of rotor blades used that should be well known by those who took
their flight training at Ft Wolters and got tossed in the ranch pond or swimming pool
depending upon when they went through school.

I arrived on friday afternoon and drove out to the site after supper so I could spend some
quite time at our Memorial before the crowds on Saturday morning. Did not work out
that way. There were a lot of folks around, doing finshing touches and visitors many of
whom were stopping by to visit the 52d CAB site. I spent several hours explaining to
these visitors what our memorial was all about and the problems we had faced building
it.

Saturday morning arrived bright and warm. I arrived out at the site a few minutes after
eight in the morning. There were quite a few people there and since the "WALL" was still
covered and would remain so until the dedication later that day, they were all looking at
our memorial. I spent the better part of the next 3 hours talking to visitors and
explaining to them about you and what you did in Vietnam, and about those whose
names are listed on the memorial and what they mean to us.

I left about three PM, the heat was really getting to me. The temperature was in the
mid-ninety's and there was not a cloud in the sky, and I had not been drinking enough
water. About five PM I took Jim and Frances Wood to dinner, the least any of us could do
for the man and wife team who spent the better part of two years actually building our
memorial. They deserve your thanks, please express it to them the next time you see
them.






